
The Philosophy Shop 

Sharing Philosophy with Children 
 

“I loved the opportunity with the Little Big Minds conference to set 

aside time to talk about empowering children to have their own 

thoughts and to ask questions. As teachers we are developing clear 

thinking skills when we reflect with children about these big ideas. I 

have found giving children time to be quiet and to develop a 

mindfulness practice gives them an early life skill to clear their head 

and be calm and peaceful. Children are then able to give their best 

efforts in the school day and start at an early age to listen and be 

quiet inside. Little Big Minds works hand in hand with this concept, 

giving children time to think and explore big ideas through 

conversation, art, literature, poetry and music. I was inspired and 

energized by this experience with Marietta McCarty and found myself 

as a teacher recommitting myself to give quality time first thing in the 

day to explore themes in Little Big Minds like time, responsibility, 

humanity and prejudice. As a person, I promised myself that I would 

take more time to listen and be quiet in my daily life."   - Trish Callard: 

Teacher, Writing Coach, Seeker. Washington, D.C. 

 

Join the author of Little Big Minds, Marietta McCarty, 

in Charlottesville, Virginia, July, 2018. 

 

Learn Marietta's approach as she models her teaching style in sharing philosophy with children.  

She will be with you all day, every day. 
 

Who should attend the workshops? (Everyone!) 

- Thinkers - Responsive Classroom Practitioners 

- Any and all teachers - Counselors 

- Parents / Grandparents - School Board Members 

- Superintendents - Employees and Volunteers at non-profit agencies 

- Club Sponsors - Librarians / Media Specialists 

- Heads of School - Educators in Alternative Settings 

 

Why attend?  

- Create a dynamic learning environment for children and adults, imparting a service learning ethic. 

- Invigorate adult wonder and reflection. 

- Give children tools for fully appreciating the meaning and power of kindness. 

- Weave literature, art, poetry, and music into philosophical discussions. 

- Enrich each child's unique humanity to its fullest extent. 

- Develop critical thinking skills about essential questions. 

- Nurture a willingness to listen and a hunger for respectful conversation. 

 

 

http://www.mariettamccarty.com/?page_id=261248
http://www.mariettamccarty.com/?p=512071
http://www.mariettamccarty.com/?p=516843
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/life-saving-philosophy/201101/child-s-love-the-school-bully
http://www.mariettamccarty.com/?p=16767
http://www.mariettamccarty.com/?p=83
http://www.mariettamccarty.com/?p=20864
http://www.mariettamccarty.com/?p=263116


The Author  

 

Marietta McCarty is the author of national bestseller  

Little Big Minds: Sharing Philosophy with Kids, Nautilus  

Award winner How Philosophy Can Save Your Life: Ten 

Ideas That Matter Most, and The Philosopher’s Table: 

How to Start Your Philosophy Dinner Club – Monthly 

Conversation, Music, and Recipes. We invite you to take a 

look at www.mariettamccarty.com.    

Marietta’s conviction that child philosophers will grow up 

to work lovingly for peace is the inspiration for her ongoing 

work with educators. She has brought philosophy to 

children in rural, suburban, and city schools in the central 

Virginia area for over twenty years as well as schools 

around the country. A Phi Beta Kappa, Summa Cum Laude 

graduate in philosophy from Hollins College, she was 

inducted into the Hollins Athletic Hall of Fame in 1999. She 

received her Master’s in Philosophy from the University of 

Virginia. Her teaching rings with laughter and enthusiasm. 

  

Enthusiasm for Little Big Minds and the Workshops 

 

“A breath of fresh air…Marietta McCarty has come up with what I would like to have had as I was raising my own 
children—an approach to understanding them and being able to communicate with them about things that 

really, really matter.”  

– Diane Rehm, NPR’s The Diane Rehm Show 

Attending one of the summer workshops presented by Marietta McCarty is a time to re-center. You will be 
inspired to look into your heart and mind to examine and re-examine your beliefs on topics that are important 

to us as parents, educators, and a member of the human race.  

You have the time to reflect on how you can make your life better but also the lives of the children you touch.  

Whether a parent, classroom teacher or a person who likes to be inspired to be the best person you can be, 

even one day is well worth the time to enhance your life.   

Educators will leave with a resource to touch all your work with the students. Learning how to address topics 

such as prejudice, justice, death with your students gives you avenues to connect with the literature, history, 

art, and music you already teach by providing lesson plans to help you integrate your curriculum.  The more our 
children can experience being curious, asking questions, discussing their thoughts and beliefs, the more we have 

empowered and enriched them to be able to deal better with what they may experience throughout their lives.” 
– Susan Johnson, Instructional Coach with Albemarle County Public Schools, Virginia. 

Some Little Big Minds Highlights 

• Diane Rehm Broadcast,  

  NPR, 2/07, Click to Listen 

• William Jefferson Clinton 

  Distinguished Lecturer, 

  Clinton School of Public 

  Service, 11/07 

  Watch her speech here: 

  “Here Comes the Sun” 

• Parenting Now, Interview with  

  Carrie Contey, 3/15 

  Click here to watch 

• Master’s Tea at Calhoun College,  

  Yale University, 3/28/08 

• Jefferson Society  

  Distinguished Speaker,  

  University of Virginia, 10/3 
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“As a teacher at a therapeutic wilderness school for girls, I have been blessed by Professor McCarty’s books. The 

Discovery School serves teenage girls who are experiencing emotional, behavioral and learning problems. In 
particular, I find the discussion questions at the end of each chapter to be most helpful. The girls are challenged, 

encouraged, and asked to take a look at questions that assist in personal growth. I could hope for nothing more, 

and I highly recommend these books for every classroom.   

After attending the workshops, I was both encouraged and challenged as a teacher. The workshops were very 

beneficial in giving me tools to take to the classroom. Specifically, after examining some of the major themes 

from Little Big Minds, I was able to transform the knowledge I learned at the workshops into the classroom 

environment. The workshops were a wonderful experience, and I would recommend them to anyone who is on 

a quest for knowledge, fun and intellectual stimulation.”  

– Chip Case. Lead Teacher, The Discovery School of Virginia For Girls. Dillwyn, Virginia. 

"The Marblehead Public schools has begun to design and implement a K-12 Philosophy curriculum, with [Little 
Big Minds] at the founding document for grades K-6! We have a 'book group' of 20+ teachers beginning in 
March that will read and discuss your book, and create curriculum together. The development of a Philosophy 
curriculum is one piece of an overall district goal to emphasize creative problem solving skills that honors 
multiple perspectives. I have piloted the effort myself with a group of 4th graders. I am surprised at how little I  
need to speak before the conversational ball gets rolling with the contributions of the kids! I look forward to a  
continuing adventure with students and teachers, with your book as a compass!" – 

Michael Hanna, Curriculum Director, K-12 Philosophy, Marblehead, Massachusetts. 

"I read Little Big Minds two years ago and loved it. ... Although I have never studied philosophy as an academic, 
your book inspired me to try teaching a similar class here in my local community. ... I designed lesson plans and 
got the green light from our principal. My class is called Big Ideas. I am now in my second year of teaching the 
class and have had to design a second class (Bigger Ideas!) for the kids who took it last year and wanted to have  
it again as an elective. ... It is by far the most rewarding, joyful experience with kids I've ever had. It sounds a 
little goofy, but I literally feel like I'm walking on air when I finish the class each week. So, I would like to thank 
you for your wonderful book and the beautiful journey." – Kathryn Tone, Annandale, Virginia / Heidleberg, 
Germany 

"I had such a wonderful, wonderful visit to Charlottesville for Marietta's conference last summer. We met and 

chatted. We created art and wrote poetry. We wondered and contemplated. We laughed and we dug deep... 
and then we went even deeper. It was magnificently exhilarating, yet strangely relaxing at the very same time. I 

learned so much, and was left wanting more and more. I use her ideas and books in my middle school classes 

almost every day."  

– Tracy Alexander. St. Martin's in the Field Day School. Severna Park, Maryland 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Each day’s activities begin at 9am and end at 4:30pm. To best benefit, a 2-day 

combination is highly recommended but we accept applications for a one-day 
workshop.  

 

Dates & Topics:  

o Monday & Tuesday, July 9th & 10th: Friendship, Responsibility, Justice, Time, Humanity. 

o Wednesday & Thursday, July 11th & 12th: Happiness, Courage, Prejudice, Compassion, Freedom. 

Registration Details:  

- You will be sent a confirmation email within 48 hours of receipt of your application, along with a 

brief itinerary. 

- Lunch will be provided as well as your very own philosophy journal. 

- The workshop will be held in the Forest Lakes South Community, a convenient setting on the 
outskirts of the City of Charlottesville, VA (see map below). 

For further information, details, or questions, please send an email to mm@mariettamccarty.com  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Days Price 

1   $225   

2         $400 

3        $575 

  4        $700 

mailto:mm@mariettamccarty.com


Registration:  

Please fill out the form below and send it along with a $25 non-refundable deposit, which will be applied to 

the total fee, to hold your place. Full payment (the balance) is due 10 days before your session begins. Make 

checks payable to The Philosophy Shop. Mail applications to:  

Marietta McCarty  

The Philosophy Shop  

710 Merion Greene  

Charlottesville, VA 22901  

Name:   Occupation/Field of Interest:  

School /Organization/Other:  

Grade Level(s):  

Address:  

City:  State:  Zip:  

Email:   Phone:  

To best meet your needs, please let us know of any particular interests, concerns, issues that you would like 

addressed in the workshop:  

Days Attending (please indicate both dates and number of days):  

Total Amount Enclosed:  

 

 



Lodging – In addition to the list below, there are many other hotel, inn, and bed & breakfast possibilities 

available in and around Charlottesville:  

- Hyatt Place 

2100 Bond Street, Charlottesville, VA 22901 

(434) 995-5200, fax (434) 995-5211 

- Courtyard by Marriott 

1201 West Main Street, Charlottesville, VA 22903 

(434) 977-1700, fax (434) 977-2600 

- Hampton Inn 

2035 India Road, Charlottesville, VA 22901 

(434) 978-7888, fax (434) 973-0436 

- Hampton Inn & Suites 

900 West Main Street, Charlottesville, VA 22903 

(434) 923-8600, fax (434) 923-8601  

- Omni Charlottesville Hotel 
212 Ridge McIntire Road, Charlottesville, VA 22902 

Located on the Historic Downtown Mall 

(434) 971-5500, (800) 843-6664, fax (434) 979-4456 

- Red Roof Inn 

1309 West Main Street, Charlottesville, VA 22903 

Near the University of Virginia 

(434) 295-4333, (800) 843-7663, fax (434) 295-2021 

- Doubletree Hotel 

990 Hilton Heights Road, Charlottesville, VA 22901 

(434) 973-2121, fax (434) 978-7735 

- Courtyard North 

638 Hillsdale Drive · Charlottesville, VA 22901 

(434) 973-7100, fax (434) 973-7128 

Charlottesville Airport (CHO):  Information may be found at www.gocho.com   

Music and Live Events – Charlottesville has plenty of places to visit and possible activities:  

List of Local Events: http://www.visitcharlottesville.org/visitors/calendar-of-events/ 

The Charlottesville Pavilion –  http://www.sprintpavilion.com 

Historic Locations: 

The University of Virginia: www.virginia.edu   

Monticello:  www.monticello.org   

Blue Ridge Parkway: http://www.blueridgeparkway.org/v.php?pg=68 
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